We pray for all those who died recently including our parishioners Michael Condon (ex
Knocknacarra Rd),; Alice (Lally) Bartley, (Rockbarton Rd); and for all whoce
Anniversaries, Birthday Remembrances etc.occur at this time of the year and all who have gone
to God.
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Salthill Parish is committed to the protection of all children
and young people in our Church.
See notice boards for contact persons.

MASS TIMES

Scattered thoughtS !
Dear Fellow Traveller ,
There is a lovely little story about a child who woke up one night after a frightening
nightmare. She was convinced that there were all kinds of monsters lurking under her bed
and in the corners of her room. She ran to her parents' bedroom and after her mother had
calmed her down, she took the child back to her own room and said, "You don't need to be
afraid, you aren't alone here. God is right here with you in your room." The little girl said, "I
know that God is here, but I need someone in my room that has some skin on!"
We all need a God who has some skin on. We need God to be present here and now,
in the flesh, in Salthill in 2011 - someone we can hear and touch and smell and see. Most of
us don't find God in some obscure setting - like a remote mountain monastery. Most of us
need to find God in the kitchen, and in the hospital, and in the car park, and on the phone.
We need God to hold us when we are discouraged. We need God to give us a gentle kick in
the butt when we ignore someone in need. We need a God with some skin .
Ronald Rolheiser, in his book - The Holy Longing - suggests that our limited understanding of God becoming a human being (The Incarnation), is what makes it so hard for
us to find that real, live, physically present God in our lives today. He notes that our rather
short-sighted perspective gives the impression that the incarnation was a thirty-three year
experiment; The incarnation didn't just suddenly come to an end when Jesus ascended to
heaven. The incarnation is still going on - it's just as physically real today as it was when
Jesus walked the dusty roads of Palestine.
When the Holy Spirit came to fill up those believers on that very first Pentecost after Jesus had gone back to heaven - God once again took on flesh. God got some skin.
Not in the way it happened when Jesus was born - for Jesus was God - and we all know
that no other human being can actually be God! But in another way, through the Holy
Spirit, God took on flesh once again - and ever since God has been sending us the Holy
Spirit for that same reason. By giving us the Holy Spirit, God awakens in each of us the gifts
that God needs to continue to be here and present in this weary old world.
Pentecost is the season when we are called to allow those gifts with which God has
blessed us to be used so that those who need God in their lives - a real, physical God with
skin - will be able to find that God. Jesus did it 2000 years ago - but now God is depending
on us to do it.
St. Teresa of Avila captured it so well when she wrote:

Christ has no body now but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which Christ's compassion must look out on the world.
Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good.
Yours are the hands with which He is to bless us now.

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus - God made human. On Pentecost we
celebrate the birth of the church - where God is given skin in the people who make up the
church—you and me. . We are commissioned to be his instrument his presence and his representative. Lord make me an instrument of your peace …..
Have a Good Week, - G.J.
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Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil)
Sunday: 9:30am,

——————————————————————————
——————————————————————————-

11am, 12.30pm
WEEKDAYS:
Mon —Sat.: 10am
Confessions:
Saturdays after 10am Mass
in the Adoration Chapel
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The Parish Office;
Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:30—1pm
2pm –4.pm
Orna Hosty {Mon –Wed}
Rhona Bolger [Thurs-Fri]

Phone: (091) 523413
E-mail:

Salthill@parishes.galwaydiocese.ie
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Frank Keane.

Sr Breege Ruane

Jackie Lillis.
Seamus Hynes
Fr. Gerry Jennings 091-523413
Fr Charlie Sweeney MSC

